
 
Ausable Valley Central School FAQ’s 

*Personal information has been left out of asked questions. 
 

Why did the AuSable Valley School District choose a hybrid learning model over a 
100% in-person model? 
 
The decision to start out the school year in a hybrid model was based on a number 
of factors, namely reduced seating capacity on the buses and in classrooms.  We 
understand that each of our options was going to present problems for some of our 
families and we felt that this model gave us the best chance for success at this time. 
 
At what percent will our school taxes be decreasing?  I would suspect a lot given 
the kids are only in school for 2 days.  
 
The education of the students will still be occurring whether it be in the classroom 
or through remote and hybrid models.  This Includes the cost for transportation 
and meals. Additionally, this year we are spending more  as the district must now 
provide 3 learning models and provide a certified teacher within each model for all 
students.  The district is now also required to provide all PPE such as masks to 
students and faculty daily, along with increased costs for disinfection and cleaning 
of all three buildings. 
 

1.  If the school decides to do a hybrid of on campus and at home learning 
then I propose that kids be split into groups A, B, C and D, and that each 
group attend classes on campus for 1 full week and then the school deep 
cleans over the weekend, to include buses, and the following week the next 
group attends school on campus. The other groups can learn from home 
during their off campus weeks. 
 
Thank you for your suggestions.  However, due to research and engagement, 
many weeks without instruction would leave students behind and/or 
increase difficulty for families. Our goal is to have the learning remain 
consistent and with fewer gaps. 

 



2.  If parents wish to send kids to school, and some of us do not wish to risk 
it, then I believe a webcam should be set up in each classroom and zoom 
meetings or google meets set up for Live instruction for the kids at home. 
For instance my 5th grader could click on the google meet link at 930 for 
her Math class and learn at the same time as her peers in school and ask 
questions as needed. 
 
The school district  is  required to provide either live stream learning or 
recorded videos of instruction that is similar to the instruction in the 
classroom.  This will be in the same content and curriculum.   We are now 1:1 
with chromebooks and all students will be able to access Google Classroom, 
as all chromebooks have cameras.  Each course/class will design how remote 
learning instruction will occur within the remote learning plan and 
expectations.  Remote learning is not to be considered the same as in-person 
instruction. 

 
3. If the school cannot keep my children safe and they are forced to stay in 

one seat all day and wear a mask and shield then I do not plan to send them 
and I am in favor of Live instruction via Google meets. These are my only 
children and I want them healthy and safe. Additionally, I am 
immunocompromised and they would be bringing all of these germs home 
to me and I get very sick very easily. 
 
If parents are uncomfortable or have a medical condition, each parent has 
the option to choose a fully remote learning experience.  However, remote 
learning is not to be considered the same as in-person instruction.  Remote 
learning will require more home support and learner motivation.  The school 
will provide lessons, practice, and assessment within the same curriculum of 
in-person instruction.   

 
4. My primary concern is that the district will not enforce social distancing 

and the wearing of masks. What assurance will parents be given that both 
will be strictly enforced?  
 
Social Distancing and Masks will be enforced.  This will be accomplished 
through outreach with parents, discipline, or other measures.  Students who 
have a medical condition in which they can’t wear a mask, must provide a 
doctor's note.  Students with medical reasons for not wearing masks will be 
socially distanced and potentially provided a physical barrier during 
instruction as appropriate. 



. 
5. If a student refuses to comply with these safety requirements will they be 

removed from school?   
 
It will be enforced and addressed.  First, any student that can’t medically 
wear a mask, must receive a doctor’s note and will need to maintain 6ft at all 
times or be assigned a different schedule.  If a student doesn’t have a doctor’s 
note, then it becomes a discipline concern. 

Example of discipline measures may include: 1st offense: Teacher 
consultation 2nd offense: removed from class, speak with principal, a 
call home explaining next offense measures. 3rd offense: OSS could be 
used as appropriate-starting with a day until compliant 4th offense: 
Full remote option for learning.  However, specific discipline measures 
will depend on situation, age appropriateness, and other factors.   

 
6. Also, what will happen when a student inevitably tests positive for 

COVID-19? 
Will they and every student, teacher and staff member they had been in 
contact with be required to quarantine for 14 days? 
 
If a student tests positive for COVID-19, Ausable Valley will follow our 
contact tracing plan linked HERE. 
However, “exposure” is defined as 10 minutes or longer while less than 6 ft 
apart.  The Department of Health would notify exposed individuals, with the 
support of the school in contract tracing. 
Students testing positive will not be able to return until the following criteria 
is met: 
If a student is diagnosed with COVID-19, with or without positive test and/or 
symptoms, the District will refer to CDC/DOH protocol for return to school 
or work (Quarantine vs. Isolation CDC and/or COVID Testing: Next Steps 
DOH ). This may need to be considered for family and/or household 
members who are positive of COVID-19, as carriers can be asymptomatic. 
Symptomatic students or staff members will follow CDC’s “Stay Home When 
You Are Sick”  guidance unless otherwise directed by a healthcare provider or 
the local department of health. The District will report to the local 
Departments of Health and assist, as directed by them regarding any 
tracking of students/staff. 

   
7. Could you clarify for me if there will be an option for our child to start 

with remote instruction for the whole school year? Or perhaps provide 

https://view.publitas.com/ausable-patriots/reopening-plan-addendum_-contact-tracing-covid-19-testing-remote-learning-plan-1/
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/05/13112_covid19_testingnextsteps_052120.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/05/13112_covid19_testingnextsteps_052120.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/stay-home-when-sick.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/stay-home-when-sick.htm


support for homeschool instruction? I most likely will not be sending my 
child in for in person instruction while the pandemic is ongoing. I would 
prefer to have her in the system & testing appropriately. I am home and 
can do instruction. I’m having difficulty figuring out from the plan if 
remote learning from the beginning is an option.  
If it is not, do I now need to file homeschool paperwork with the school 
district? 
 
Both are current options.  
 
The Online/Remote option is provided by schools and would follow our 
current remote learning plan.   
 
Homeschooling-students are unenrolled from our district and the parent 
determines learning plans with resources located online or at home.  Here is 
one resource for homeschooling linked HERE 
 
If a parent is choosing to homeschool, they will need to provide the district 
office with this information and they would provide next steps and the 
necessary information needed to move forward. 
 

8. There were many platforms utilized by various grades and teachers, which 
was overwhelming for parents.  Will it be different for this year? 
 
Yes, all teachers Pre-k-12th grade will be utilizing Google Classroom to 
streamline learning and platforms for parents. 
 

9. Will contacting parents be coordinated versus receiving so many emails 
from teachers? 
Yes, we will use time during the week to coordinate outreach to parents this 
year. 

   
10. Does this imply that we will have the option of opting for distance learning 

as opposed to in person classroom learning even if the Governor makes the 
decision that students will return to school? 
 
See question # 7 

 
11. Will younger grades who were not already assigned chrome books be 

provided with some sort of internet capable device to do remote learning 

https://a2zhomeschooling.com/regional/us/new_york/new_york_homeschooling/


on? My 6th grader has a school supplied chromebook, my 2nd grader 
doesn’t have such access. 
 
We are now 1:1 K-12 with chromebooks and all students will be able to access 
Google Classroom, as all chromebooks have cameras.  Each course/class will 
design how remote learning instruction will occur within the remote learning 
plan and expectations.  3rd Grade and up will bring Chromebooks home 
everyday.  Grades K-2 may need to be bussed if we go remote.  We are 
looking at completing a training for parents and students for K-2 prior to 
students bringing them home. 

 
12. Will siblings be able to be on the same rotation of in class instruction 

despite being in different grade levels?  
Yes, all siblings will be placed on the same “team”.  The only challenge will be 
for students who may be attending CV-TEC, but this will be an individual 
situation. 

 
13. For parents with multiple school age children: In the originally submitted 

plan it stated there will be required times for remote students to login. 
Parents need to work to support the children and keep a roof over 
everyone’s head. How flexible will the remote login times be?  
 
We understand that, especially younger children, may not be able to 
complete remote learning during the typical school day.  There will be 
options to complete work outside of school hours to support varying work 
schedules.  However, older (middle and high school)  students may need to 
attend classes or live Google Meets as specified by teachers. High School 
students should plan on completing online work between 8am and 3pm on 
school days and not take on a job during this time on school days. 
 
 

14. As we progress through this pandemic, I know there is the possibility that 
in-person learning can become stricter and even more remote. Is it 
possible that it goes the other way and schools can open up more during 
the school year? 
 
Absolutely, we are preparing for all scenarios.  We could become more 
restricted, as in all remote or we may be able to open our doors as usual. 
This will be dependent on current statistics and other factors. 
 



15. Last year it was stated children would receive roughly two hours of work 
per day.  I don’t think there was good communication between teachers as 
my kids received more than that at times as different subjects tended to 
lay on their own load. Who is going to monitor to ensure this isn’t the case 
again this school year? 
 
We are currently working as a district to put in clear criteria for remote 
learning expectations to ensure more consistency across grade levels and 
teachers.  Administrators will then be able to monitor programming utilizing 
these expectations. 

 
16. I hope the teachers are ready to put forth more effort with the hybrid 

program. My wife and I were not impressed at all with online learning at 
the end of the past school year. What is the school's plan to monitor how 
each teacher is performing with online learning?  If the teacher my child 
starts the school year with is not doing their part can my child switch to 
another teacher during the school year? 
 
We are currently working as a district to put in clear criteria for remote 
learning expectations to ensure more consistency across grade levels and 
teachers.  Administrators will then be able to monitor programming utilizing 
these expectations. 
Due to the restrictions and significant planning, we would not be able to 
switch teachers.  However, parents can certainly reach out to their building 
principals and express concerns.  We need to hear from you immediately 
when you are having any issues and/or concerns regarding your child's 
educational program so that we can address it.  Then the administrators can 
support as appropriate. 

 
17. We don't have the internet available at our home. It isn't a financial issue it 

is an availability issue. What is the school doing to accommodate the 
families needs?   
 
While unfortunately we can’t add services, the district will be providing 1:1 
devices to all student K-12 and will have “Hot Spots” for those that do have 
service.  We will also work within our community to identify additional wifi 
areas. 

 
18. Are students required to log in during the day or can work be done in the 

evening. 



 
See Question # 13 

 
19. Will instructional videos be done by the teachers so kids can do their work 

in the evenings?  
 
We will use a variety of “live” learning and recordings, along with activities to 
ensure, especially, elementary students have the support they need to 
succeed and complete work with the support of their parents/guardians. 
High School students should plan on completing online work between 8am 
and 3pm on school days and not take on a job during this time on school 
days. 

 
20.Will the groups A and B be divided up based on last name? We have a 1st 

grader and 3rd grader. Will they be in the same group?  
 
See Question # 12 

 
21. Will children from the same family be assigned to the same 

team/in-person learning days?  
See Question # 12 

 
22. In past years the school has supplied school supplies. Will that continue to 

be the case? If not, we all need to get started now because ALL the district 
parents will be looking to buy for the year at the same time and we will 
have the great toilet paper pandemic all over again. 
 
Elementary Schools will be providing school supplies.  MS/HS student 
supply lists will be posted soon to ensure parents have time to pick up 
materials. 
 

23. Will transportation be supplied for students since the per capita of 
students will essentially be 50% of the norm? 
 
Yes, however, we are scheduling bus routes to ensure access to 
transportation and decreased capacity on buses.  
 

24. Will there still be an orientation for kindergarteners before school starts? 
When will the children be notified of their teacher? 
   



Yes, details will be forthcoming on all student orientations. 
 

25. Will siblings be going to school on the same days even if they are in 
different buildings?   This will be necessary for our family now as we will 
need our older to help watch our elementary because we both work! 
 
See question #12 

 
26. On the elementary kids' off days, will they be required to log on to their 

Chrome books at certain times of the day for remote learning?  
 
See Question # 13 

 
27. Will the middle/high school kids be divided into academic levels still 

(honors, A1, A2)? 
 
Honors courses will still be offered, along with student’s core courses and 
electives including art, music, band, chorus, and others.  
 

28. If choosing 100% remote learning, will children have to be online at the 
computer all day with live learning or will it be throughout the day? As the 
internet connections in our area are not always dependable at the exact 
moment a class is being held.  
 
See Question # 13 

 
29. Will the material be the same with remote and in person learning? I 

understand the mode of communication will be different, but will the 
curriculum and material be the same?  
 
Yes, regardless of learning model, all courses/grades will be following the 
NYS Learning Standards.  The district will prioritize learning to ensure 
students have the foundation needed to succeed this year and beyond. That 
being said, individual assignments may vary. 

 
30.When my child is doing their two days of remote learning do they need to 

be online doing their work at a specific time or just whenever during that 
day.  
 
See Question # 13 



 
31. Will all the remote learning be done on a chromebook or will handouts be 

used (papers, packets etc)  
 
For the majority of grades/courses, learning will be electronic.  However, 
there will be times that paper packets or handouts will be utilized. 

 
32. Why are the days split that they go to school wouldn't it be safer if you 

have one group go 2 days clean it and send the next group and it might be 
more feasible for parents to find alternative care or schedule work if the 
days are consecutive. 
 
School teams throughout the State wrestled with the "right" way to break up 
their cohort sessions.  We chose our four-day, alternating schedule based on 
a number of factors: 

● Time between in-person contact:  with a AA-BB session, similar to what 
you described, a student would go five days between in-person teacher 
contact.  In addition, the majority of our observed holidays are on Mondays 
-- exacerbating the separation. 

● Viral resiliency:  The most current information available to us shows that 
the virus is easy to clean.  This means that our regular cleaning routine 
plus daily, building-wide disinfection, should virtually eliminate the chance 
for transmission via surface contact.  On the other hand, government 
guidance on the resiliency of the virus shows that it can live up to 3 days 
under optimal circumstances.  For us, this means that a one-day break 
would not allow for any added protection for a contaminated surface. 

 
 

33. One of my children has asthma and cannot wear a mask for long periods of 
time.   Can my children wear face shields instead?  We also have concerns 
regarding dangers of wearing masks, such as low oxygen levels?  
 
If a child is medically unable to wear a mask, the district will need a doctor’s 
note to confirm this prior to starting. 

 
From NYS DOH Guidance: 

 



 
From CDC: 

 

 



 
As noted above in guidance: Face Shields may be worn, in addition to masks, 
but can’t be used as a substitute for masks. 
For concerns on masks here are some resources explaining masks: 
MASKS and low oxygen myth-LINK HERE 
 

34. When and how long will mask breaks be during the school day? 
 
In middle school, as students are older and can express their needs, teachers 
will be trained on giving mask breaks as necessary.  In Elementary, they will 
be scheduled regularly.  However, all mask breaks will be encouraged to be 
taken outside, but if there is inclement weather, then appropriately social 
distanced with classroom windows open.  Due to varying student needs, 
there is no way to say exact times or number of mask breaks that students 
will receive.  However, we will provide students with what they need in a safe 

https://www.lung.org/blog/covid-masks


and consistent manner and will provide mask breaks at regular intervals 
throughout the day. 

 
35. If we choose to do 100% distance learning will the child still receive all the 

normal credits they would if they attend in person class?  
 
Absolutely, if a child completes expected learning activities for 
course/grade. 

 
36. Will this change the grading or testing for the distance learning? Such as 

will the student still be able to take the state tests there will be this year?  
 
While State exams are still currently expected, this may be altered by state 
officials.  If exams are administered, the state will provide the protocols for 
those in remote learning, as all students enrolled will be eligible to 
participate. 

 
37. Does 100% distance learning change anything significant parents need to 

know about that would be different from previously experienced distance 
learning? 
 
Remote learning is not to be considered the same as in-person instruction. 
Remote learning will require more home support and learner motivation. 
The school will provide lessons, practice, and assessment within the same 
curriculum of in-person instruction.   
 

38.  Homeschooling Option Questions: 
-  Are homeschool students able to participate in virtual extracurricular 

activities? (e.g. clubs, chorus, band) 
 
Unfortunately, if a parent chooses to “homeschool”, the child is unenrolled in 
Ausable Valley Central School District and isn’t eligible for such activities. 

 
- What digital resources can homeschool students access via the district's 

licenses? (e.g.  Advanced Reader Program, HMH Discover Kids website) 
 
While we aren’t able to provide homeschool licenses, as the child is now not 
considered a student at the district, there are a lot of resources available 
online for homeschooled students such as LINK HERE.  We are happy to 
provide additional information that would support these students. 

https://a2zhomeschooling.com/regional/us/new_york/new_york_homeschooling/


 
- If homeschool students wish to re-enroll during the school year, what are 

re-enrollment procedures? 
 
The parents would be able to register their students with the school district. 
Parents can call school offices for more information on this process. 
However, we are asking parents to commit to their decision until November 
6, 2020. 

 
- Can homeschool students access state testing in the district for end of 

year assessment? 
 
Unfortunately, if a parent chooses to “homeschool”, the child is unenrolled in 
Ausable Valley Central School District and isn’t eligible to participate in state 
testing. 

 
39.Who will be supplying my child with the necessities to do this "remote" 

learning?   
 
See question #11 

 
40.How are the classes going to be done "remotely"?  Will their teacher do a 

zoom type class each day?   
 
See question # 13 

 
41. How are grades going to be done?  This is extremely hard for students like 

my own children who are unable to learn from home through a screen.  
  
Grades will be taken this year.  We will provide a variety of learning supports. 
Also see questions # 13, #31, & #37 for additional information. 

 
42. What are the hours of class times? 

 
See question #13 

 
43. There are many parents who wish to send their children full time, while 

others wish to do a full remote instruction... why can't we send our 
children full time, if the number of those staying at home allows for such?   
 



More than 80% of our students are planning to return to the in-person 
model, so due to the regulations from the New York State Education 
Department and the Department of Health, we aren’t able to fit all students 
in the building at the same time.   

 
44. Guidance counseling?  How does that work?  

 
This will be a mix of online meets and phone calls  for remote students. and 
In-person students will receive a mix of meets, phone calls, and in-person 
discussions. 

 
45. Will a computer/laptop be provided for the students for the 

online/remote learning portion of class? 
 
See question #11 

 
46. What type of curriculum will be assigned/expected to be completed during 

remote learning? Meaning, will it be electronic (computer base), online 
(computer, class meetings), physical (papers, workbooks, books, etc.)? 
 
See question # 13, #29, & #31 

 
47. What expectations does the school district have of the parents/ caregivers 

(daycares) during the remote learning?  Will there be a specific schedule 
that the students will be required to follow during remote learning days? ( 
Class meetings, programs, etc.)? 
 
See question # 13 

 
48. What are the remote learning expectations students need to agree to for 

100% online learning? 
 
See question # 13 

 
49. Who will be providing the online learning since each teacher will already 

have a full schedule of classes?  Will this be monitored daily as it was in the 
Spring? 
 
We are developing schedules that will ensure teachers will be available for 
remote learning, along with utilizing Teacher Assistants, AIS supports, and 



Student Teachers to provide additional live learning support.  This will be 
monitored.  See additionally question # 15 

 
50.I am sending my child to school as of right now for the 2 days but while 

he's at home we do not have internet or any computers to access anything 
online. Can we just get packets sent home for us to work on for the 3 days 
at home?  
 
Paper packets may be utilized in certain situations, as we understand 
connectivity concerns.  That information should be shared with the 
appropriate Principal asap. Also additionally see question # 17 

 
51. We have no fully effective high speed internet at our home. We tried 

Satellite as well as DSL and found them both to not work well, and at this 
time all we have is our Verizon Mobile hotspots which are still not fully up 
to par as they rely on the functionality of the local cell towers which have 
been spotty at best. Are there any other cable possibilities that you are 
aware of in the area? 
 
We are aware that while the district may be able to offer a hotspot, this will 
not support all connectivity issues in our area.  However, we are working to 
identify other wifi hotspots locally in our area and we will work with families 
and provide other means to support them including calls and paper handouts 
if necessary. You may also consider looking into a cell signal booster to 
utilize a wifi hotspot.  These will work if you have some cell signal, but not 
enough for cellular internet. 

 
52. Is there any plan for improving broadband access for kids with this issue?  

 
See question # 50 

 
53. Will CV-TEC students be given an additional in person day at AVCS, since 

they will miss one of their days by going to CV-TEC? 
 
Yes, CV-TEC is either Monday, Tuesday with students coming in-person to 
AVCS on Wednesday or Friday OR CV-TEC is on Wednesday, Thursday with 
students coming in-person to AVCS on Tuesday.  The schedule will be 
dependent on which program and grade the students are currently 
participating in. Please call the high school for more specific information 
about your student 518-834-2800. 



 
54. How will the school facilitate and ensure that accommodations are 

followed for children that have IEPs.  For example, if a child needs to have 
tests read to them, will tests only be given on the in-person days so that 
teachers or staff can read the test to the student?  Or will the parents need 
to plan to do that at home?   

The District is required to provide all supports within a child’s IEP or 504 
plan.  This may be done in-person and/or with the use of an online program. 
We will ensure all students are provided with appropriate accommodations. 

55. Will it be left to each teacher to develop a way to communicate with their 
students and the parents to convey assignments and then make sure the 
student stays on task?  For example, can a parent be granted access to 
their child's online account so that they can easily track what has been 
assigned and completed and what work is still outstanding?   

The district is requiring all teachers to utilize Google Classroom this year for 
all grades to streamline communication and expectations.  Parents will be 
invited to receive summaries of students’ work and progress within the 
classroom.  We can also provide your child’s login information, so parents 
can support their child within the classroom. 

56. On the remote days, will there be a set schedule much like an in person 
school day, however, instead of being in person, the child will sign into a 
Google Meet?   

See question # 13 

57. Who will be teaching the Google Meets if the teacher is busy teaching the 
in-person children?  

See question #49 

58. Will the teacher's be given any help in terms of checking in and assisting 
the children during remote learning?  It seems like a lot to ask teachers to 
teach in-person and remotely and keep track of everything all by 
themselves.   

Administration is prepared to support all of our teachers as necessary to 
provide support to teachers.  Additionally, see question #49. 



59. Is there anything that I as a parent can do to help my kids' teachers?  I am 
willing to volunteer my time to organize things, perform research, or 
whatever else the teachers may need.  How can I be of help? 

We appreciate any support. Due to the independent nature of remote 
instruction, parent support for students will be essential.  The most 
important is to communicate with teachers and the school on needs and 
additional support. 

60.Will the grading system be pass/fail again?  Or will actual grades be given? 

Grades will be given as in the past prior to COVID, but participation will also 
be included with the grading calculation. 

61. Do you know how long this current schedule of 2 days in person and 3 days 
remote will continue?  How often will it be re-evaluated?  Will it depend on 
the infection numbers?  

We don’t know how long this will last. We are preparing for all scenarios. 
However, there are many factors that could cause our schedule to be more 
restrictive or less restrictive and we will certainly communicate with parents 
on a regular basis on changes.  Statistics on COVID-19, recommendations 
from the New York State Education Department, CDC, and NYS Health 
Department will also guide school schedules and decisions. 

62. One of my children has specific learning disabilities.  It makes it very hard 
to work independently at home.  I am very concerned about schoolwork 
while working remotely and not getting behind.  Will there be any 
resources available to parents/children to help with this situation? 

Absolutely.  We will have multiple resources to support all students. 
Additionally, see question # 54   

63. Will all adults and children have their temperature checked every morning 
before entering and re-entering school?   

All faculty will be required to complete a questionnaire daily.  This will 
include temperature checks prior to reporting to work. 

All parents will be required to officially attest  (a form that will be sent to all 
parents) that they will check their child(ren) prior to reporting to school and 
parents will also need to complete a questionnaire weekly . 



We will also be completing randomized temperature checks, as advised by 
the CDC for adults and students. 

64. If a child has a fever, what will the process be for determining whether it is 
related to COVID 19 or some other illness?  Will parents/children around 
the feverish child be informed?  

See question # 6.  Additionally, see our contact tracing and testing 
procedures LINK HERE 

65. If an adult or child tests positive for COVID 19, what kind of contact 
tracing will occur and will the people around them get tested?   

See question # 64 

66.How will the school enforce the quarantine to ensure that infected 
children do not come to school?   

The district is developing additional attendance protocols to review those in 
quarantine.  All those quarantined will be required to produce a doctor’s note 
prior  to reentry to the building. 

67. How will the school enforce the proper wearing of masks, i.e. cover nose 
and  mouth? 

See question # 5 

68.Will physical fitness class still occur and if yes?  How will that work? 

Yes, PE will occur.  It will be different depending on which school students 
attend due to different spaces available.  We will follow all CDC and DOH 
guidelines.  This includes any aerobic activity requiring 12 feet apart during 
these activities.  This will be a host of different activities and spaces and 
could be held in the classroom during inclement weather.  Remote options 
could include health lessons or assigned activities and/or modeling activities 
through a host of online resources and teacher support. 

69.Will recess occur?  How will that work?  

Yes, recess will occur.  It will be different depending on which elementary 
school students attend due to different spaces available.  We will follow all 
CDC and DOH guidelines.  This includes any aerobic activity requiring 12 feet 
apart during these activities.  This will be a host of different activities and 
spaces and could be held in the classroom during inclement weather. 

https://view.publitas.com/ausable-patriots/reopening-plan-addendum_-contact-tracing-covid-19-testing-remote-learning-plan-1/


70. Will the children be prompted by adults to wash their hands on a regular 
basis throughout the day? 

Not only will they be prompted to wash their hands, but faculty and students 
will receive training on appropriate hygiene practices. 

71. Will the desks and classroom and materials be cleaned regularly?  How 
often and what is that protocol? 

We are developing clear schedules to ensure a scheduled plan for 
disinfection and cleaning.  Anytime materials or desks will be utilized by 
more than one student, items will be disinfected and cleaned.  Each day the 
building will be disinfected and cleaned.  We will be following all DOH and 
CDC guidelines. 

72. How will drop off and pick up be organized so that large groups of parents 
do not congregate in the hallway while they wait for the children to be 
released? 

Each school building is currently designing maps for new processes of arrival 
and dismissal.  This will be done by new routing, multiple entryways, and 
signage to ensure a clear process to keep everyone safe. 

73. Who will be supplying my child with the necessities to do this "remote" 
learning?   

All students K-12 will be provided with a computer device for home use. 

74. How are grades going to be done?  

See question # 41 

75. Will families know which team their children are on before Friday so 
parents can complete parent forms? 

Yes, these calls were made this past Friday, August 14, 2020 

76. Also we are concerned about the increase in numbers as it gets closer to 
opening.  If we feel that they are climbing more than we would like to see 
can we change our mind before school starts?  This will be our 
determining factor as far as if they return to in school learning. 

The district will also modify plans according to COVID statistics.  However, 
parents may update their choice for learning in this situation.  However, if 
parents choose remote, they will not be able to change their decision to 



in-person instruction until November 6th, due to regulations and safety 
factors in returning to the building, unless there is an emergency.  If this 
occurs, please call your building principal to discuss possible options. 

77. Will I be notified prior to school of a student that will NOT be wearing a 
mask by doctor's orders and will I then have the ability to move him to a 
class where everyone wears a mask? 
We are restricted from sharing personal information due to HIPPA and 
FERPA laws on which students aren’t wearing masks, but all students 
medically unable to wear a mask will be required to maintain 6ft and other 
accommodations such as physical barriers can be provided. 

78. If we choose 100% online learning, will each class be taught by a teacher 
certified in that subject? 

Yes, but may also be supported by additional support staff. 
 

79. Would the district be open to allowing the remote students “attend” the 
classroom instruction live through secure “meeting?“ 
For example last year a teacher from Ausable Forks Primary held 
“meetings” On Mondays and Fridays. 

 
This will be dependent on the course/grade and the teacher, but this could 
be one of the ways in which a student could participate. 

 
80.Is the district going to provide masks or is that going to be parents 

responsibility? 
 
No, we are required to provide all students and faculty with all necessary 
PPE, including masks. Students may use their own masks as well. 

 
81. Will elementary students be able to take their masks off while sitting at 

their desks? 
 
See question # 34 

 
82. Have or will the district buildings' ventilation systems been 

evaluated/upgraded to meet current standards? 
 
We are taking several steps to try and mitigate the potential airborne 
transmission of COVID.  First, we are attempting to schedule as many classes 



in rooms that have windows as possible.  Second, we have increased the 
amount of outside air into our system (this is a specific CDC 
recommendation).  Finally, we have upgraded our air filters to a 
higher-capacity media (this is also recommended by both the CDC and the 
NYS DOH).  Feel free to reach out on more specific information. 

 
83. Will students' temperatures be checked?  If so, when and where? 

 
See question # 63 

 
84. How and when will instrument and voice lessons happen? 

 
These will occur with a mix of remote instruction.  Lessons will only occur in 
person when 12ft of space between students can occur.  

 
85. When/if we return to school full time will student schedules change?  

 
Yes, due to the current changes and alterations to support remote 
instruction.  However, the district will be diligent in communicating these 
changes to parents and students as they occur. 

86.How and when will students and families of students with IEP, 504 and 
behavior intervention plans be informed of the individual situations? 
  
Mrs. Defayette, Director of Special Education, will be reaching out to families 
prior to the start of school to discuss plans and supports. 

 
87. Will there be fall sport sign ups?  

 
Currently, sports are unable to begin prior to September 21st.  Mr. Hulbert, 
Director of Athletics will be posting information as it changes and updates 
will be provided to parents and students. 

 
88.Will HS students be individuals checked-in on by a counselor or teacher on 

a regular basis? As far a well being check not just academic support.  
 
It is required that the district provide social emotional support and 
curriculum to all students, especially due to the concerns from ever-evolving 
situations.  Additionally, please see page # 70 for our social emotional 
learning plan with the District’s Reopening Plan LINK HERE 

 

https://view.publitas.com/ausable-patriots/ausable-valley-central-school-reopening-plan/


89.Who should parents contact if they are concerned about their child’s 
mental health? 
We ask parents to reach out to their school counselor asap.  If parents are 
unsure of who their assigned counselor is, please call the school office and 
we can help you get connected. 

 
90.I wanted to pose a question for the forum tonight. Will we as parents be 

given access to the curriculum that our children will be learning remotely? 
I strongly feel that by doing distant learning it is important that the 
parents can learn the curriculum and have the same access as a teacher to 
help with instruction from home. 
 
See questions #29 & #55 

 
91. Will staff and faculty be required to take a covid and antibody test prior to 

the start of school? 
 
Currently, we are not requiring this, as this is not recommended or required 
by the current regulations. 
 

92. I have witnessed children gathered in groups with no masks on all summer 
long. If these kids and their parents have refused to take precautions how 
can the school keep our kids safe when our kids will be mixed with these 
kids? 
 
We are taking all required precautions and following all guidelines provided 
from the NYS Education Department, NYS Department of Health, and the 
CDC.  While these precautions are to ensure the safety of our faculty and 
students, no precautions are 100% effective.   
 

93. If we opt for 100% remote learning will the school be participating in 
synchronous learning? If no, why not? 

 
In elementary, due to varying work schedules and daycare options, younger 
students will be provided various options for completing learning.  This will 
ensure parents/guardians can support their child in learning.  In 
Middle/High School, there will be synchronous learning options that 
students will be required to attend during the school day. 

 



94. If we commit to sending our children to school and decide afterwards that 
it's too risky, can we change our minds come November 6th? 
 
We will be providing information on this process but it will be easier to 
change from in-person to remote if the need arises but not possible the 
other way around. That’s why the November 6th date is so important as it is 
the end of the 1st quarter.   Yes, at that time parents will have a chance to 
change their schedules.  Options for learning at that time is unknown 
currently, but we will communicate with parents and students on changes. 
 

95. Or, if we decide to do 100% learning at home and it doesn't work for our 
child's learning style can we change our minds come November 6th? 
 
See question # 94 
 

96.If a parent chooses to possibly hold out a new student starting 
kindergarten due to concerns. Can the parents choose later on to start the 
child at a later date if the situation changes due to COVID? 
 
A parent can register a student at any time.  Please call your school building 
to inquire about the process. 
 

97.  We’ve chosen the 100% remote model & my understanding from the call is 
that the fine details are still in progress. In the meantime, if these answers 
are known it would be helpful to us here to prepare: 
 

- How will orientation go? Do we need to pick up packets from the 
school? 
 
These will be a mix of online information and a schedule for parents to 
pick-up materials.  Dates and times will be provided to parents soon. 
 

- Will the remote learners be participating via video for all their 
subjects or just some? If just some, which ones? 
 
Remote learners will be provided with “live” learning times, along with 
additional videos and activities for learning. 
 



- Will we be given goals/assignments  by music, gym & art to 
complete at home? Will they also be posted to google classroom or 
through another forum? 
 
We encourage parents and students to reach out to teachers if they 
have questions on expectations.  Additionally, see questions # 8 & # 16 

- If we are providing some/most of the learning instruction at home 
in tandem with the teachers will we get a weekly lesson plan or goal 
sheet as to what we should be doing? 
 
See question # 55 
 

- Will we need to turn in hard copies of student’s work, or should this 
be scanned? How will work be evaluated remotely?  
 
This will depend on a variety of factors, including a families’ 
connectivity and teacher/course.  However, all assignments will be 
posted to Google Classroom and can be uploaded to this platform. 
There may be situations where students will need to complete 
handouts and upload pictures into the Google Classroom. 

 
98. I was wondering if reopening survey results will be published and 

where? 
 
Our survey that was completed initially showed about 85% in-person and 
14% remote learning and 1% homeschool option. 

 
99.Can kids bring their lunch from home or do they have to eat what the 

school has for lunch? 
 
Absolutely. 

 
100. How will we do the orientations and do you know when you're going to 

do them? 
 

We will provide orientations, along with a lot of training for students this 
year.  Dates and times will be sent out prior to the start of school. Large in 
person gatherings will be avoided and virtual gatherings will be utilized in 
most cases. 

 



101. What is the plan for AIS classes for both in person and virtual only 
learning? 
 
AIS and/or additional support will be provided to students in need of 
support.  The specific schedule has not yet been determined, but support will 
be provided in both learning models.  
 
 

102. The school mentioned they would supply hand sanitizer for the 
students. Is this the NYS hand sanitizer that was made? 
 
We do have some of the NYS sanitizer that was made, but also an array of 
private brands as well.  
 

103. I was wondering if we knew the plans for CVTEC? I heard that at 
another school the students are required to do remote learning for school 
if they attend CVTEC. The reason is so that they aren’t in and out of two 
different buildings to keep exposures down.  

 
CV-TEC students will be in the AVCS building one day per week, opposite of 
their CV-TEC days to ensure they receive all of their graduation credits.  
 

104. Next, I did watch the video in regards to why groups are Tues/Thurs 
and Wed/Fri. I am concerned with this still. I would have thought that it 
would have been Mon/Tues and Thurs/Fri. Then the school could be 
cleaned over the weekend and the same students would attend for two 
days. Then there would be an off day on Wednesday and the next group 
would come into a fresher building and be together for two days. I am 
concerned with the staggering of days and the four day stretch before the 
weekend again. While I understand that there will be nightly cleaning 
wouldn’t a whole day break in between groups and keeping the groups 
together back to back, give a better chance for less exposures? 
 
School teams throughout the State wrestled with the "right" way to break up 
their cohort sessions.  We chose our four-day, alternating schedule based on 
a number of factors: 

● Time between in-person contact:  with a AA-BB session, similar to 
what you described, a student would go five days between in-person 
teacher contact.  In addition, the majority of our observed holidays are 
on Mondays -- exacerbating the separation. 



● Viral resiliency:  The most current information available to us shows 
that the virus is easy to clean.  This means that our regular cleaning 
routine plus daily, building-wide disinfection, should virtually 
eliminate the chance for transmission via surface contact.  On the 
other hand, government guidance on the resiliency of the virus shows 
that it can live up to 3 days under optimal circumstances.  For us, this 
means that a one-day break would not allow for any added protection 
for a contaminated surface. 

 
 
 


