
Middle & High School Newsletter 
March 2023

Hello, my name is Lesley Ramos. I am originally from Puerto Rico and moved to the states 
in the late 80s and grew up in the South Bronx. I moved to the North Country in 2003 and 
fell in love with the Adirondacks and decided to raise a family here. I am a graduate of 
SUNY Plattsburgh and completed my bachelor’s in Spanish Literacy and master’s degrees 
in Adolescence Education. I am currently the Spanish teacher at AuSable Valley Middle/
High School and have been teaching since 2017. I want to make schooling a rewarding 
experience for each student. I believe that each classroom has a unique blend of students 
that have many abilities of learning and yet differ from each other. During my spare time, I 
enjoy hiking and being outdoors. Fun Fact: I am a sneaker junky!

High School Principal Mrs. Tammy Casey & Middle School Principal Mrs. Nicole O’Connell

This month we would like to introduce Mrs. Lesley Ramos. 
You may know her as the high school Spanish teacher, but she 
has also been assisting us in the Main Office. Mrs. Ramos is 
currently working on her School Building Leader certification 
through Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts. She is completing 
her internship and working on her required full responsibility 
hours. Mrs. Ramos has taken on a Dean of Students role and is 
assisting with some of our discipline this semester.  

Meet Lesley Ramos

Patriot Shout-Out
The Model United Nations club took a trip to Boston and received the 

Diplomatic Commendation Award. Our 7th and 8th grade French students 
took a field trip to meet Malone Penpals at the Saranac Lake ice castle 
and Paul Smiths. In the spirit of love, the National Honor Society made 
Valentines Day cards. 



AuSable Valley Players 
Present ‘Grease’

The AuSable Valley Drama Club is hard 
at work preparing for its spring show, and 
there’s plenty of excitement from the group 
as well as the community. 

This year, the AuSable Valley Players will 
feature Grease at the Middle/High School 
Auditorium on March 16, 17 and 18 at 7 p.m. 
and March 19 for a 2 p.m. matinee special. 

Tickets are already selling quickly and 
are available at https://avcs.seatyourself.
biz for everyone interested in attending. 

“It’s the Grease that everyone knows and 
loves,” said senior Katie Rondeau, who will 
be playing Marty. “We have not changed the 
storyline, but we have put our own touch on 
it. It’s a little ‘Patriot’ touch.” 

A BIG CAST 
Junior Owen Pray stars as Danny, and 

Sandy will be played by senior Lee Fay. 
The duo is joined by more than 40 cast 

members, and the group has a nice balance 
of upperclassmen and underclassmen. 

“From week to week, the kids bring it, 
and it’s amazing,” said Cherie LaDuke, 
who is one of four directors for the musical. 
“We are in our time crunch now. When our 
guests sit down in their seats, they will be 
immersed in that 50s feel. We want to give 
them the best show possible.” 

When Grease was announced as the 
winner for this year’s show, there was an 
abundance of enthusiasm that the entire 
cast now feeds off of. 

“Everyone can expect a lively, fun show, and we are having a lot of fun with our characters,” Fay said. 
“Everyone is interacting with a good energy, and that’s what’s setting us apart from other shows. For 
me personally, I love performing. It’s one of my passions, and I love sharing the hard work we all do with 
people who appreciate theater.” 



PLENTY OF SUPPORT 
The event is sponsored by the 

Rogers Carroll Family Foundation, 
AuSable Chasm, Ward Lumber, 
Northern Utilities and Mountain 
and Valley Federal Credit Union. 

The support is deeply valued 
by all involved and serves as a 
great motivating factor for the 
students. 

“Our sponsors mean a lot to 
us. We really want you to get 
that Grease feel and have it be 
like you are still watching the 
movie, but we have given it its 
own life,” Pray said.  

“A few of our actors and 
actresses have taken lines 
from the movie and made 
them 10 times more funny. I 
had not seen the movie before 
and actually read the script 
first. That’s helped me really 
understand the roll of Danny and make some of my own interpretations of the character.” 

A PERFECT CAST 
Along with LaDuke, the directing crew is rounded out by Matt Stanley, Emily Benware and Gigi Mason. 
“Our directing group has worked together very well, and the nice thing is knowing we have a great group of 

students to collaborate with this year,” LaDuke said. “We 
have some long nights of preparation ahead of us, but 
everyone is very motivated. We know we have something 
special this year with the chemistry of the cast.” 

During the first weeks of practice, every cast 
member had the chance to sit down with Stanley for 
one-on-one characterization sessions. 

These sessions turned out to be crucial moments 
that helped allow the cast and this rendition of 
Grease to come together perfectly. 

“Now that casting is done and we are all in our 
roles and preparing, we could not have been casted 
in any other way,” said Lillian Tuller-Uss, a senior 
who’s playing Patty. “It’s perfect the way our roles 
have been given out.” 

Now all that’s left is a few more days of preparation, 
an official dress rehearsal and then it will be time for 
the curtain to rise. 

“We are a cast that works well together, and we 
can’t wait to officially be on stage ready to have all 

our hard work pay off,” Pray said.  

Owen Pray and Lee Fay will star as Danny and Sandy in this 
year’s rendition of Grease. 

Owen Pray sits atop the stage that is being 
designed and prepped for showtime.



March 9 
Early Release Day

March 16-19 
Drama Club 

Performance of 
Grease

March 24
Early Release Day

April 7-14 
Spring Break - No 

School

April 19-26 
NYS Grades 3-8 

ELA Exam

May 2-9 
NYS Grades 3-8 

Math Exam

May 4 
Clinton County 
School Boards 

Recognition 
Dinner

May 17  
Chorus Concert

May 20 
Gala

May 23 
NYS Grade 
8 Science 

Performance Test

May 24 
NHS Induction 

Ceremony

May 25 
Band Concert

May 29 
 No School 

(Memorial Day)

June 1 
US History & 
Government 
Framework 

Regents Exam

June 2 
Senior Trip

June 14-22 
Regents Exams

June 19 
No School 

(Juneteenth)

June 23 
Graduation

Events Calendar

Counseling Update

Athletics Update

The local scholarship packets were given to seniors the second 
week in February. Local scholarship applications are due in 
the Counseling Office no later than March 17. There are various 
outside-agency scholarship opportunities available, as well. Both 
scholarship listings are posted on the AVCS website.

As winter sports start to wrap up for the season, there 
are several athletes, teams and coaches who deserve 
congratulations.

To start, the Varsity Wrestling team won the Section 
Sportsmanship Award and their home 
tournament. Coach Dakota Inman 
was awarded “Wrestling Coach of the 
Year,” and Dom LaPier competed in 
states after winning a sectional title in 
his weight class. 

The Boys Bowling team was 
runner-up during Sectionals. Congratulations 
to Max Benware, Makayla Lewallen and Jack 
Thomas for making 
it to states. 

The AuSable Valley 
girls basketball team 
will take on Saranac in 
the Section VII Class 
B girls basketball 
championship on 
Friday, March 3, at 
5 p.m. at Clinton 
Community College.

It was an eventful 
season for the Boys 

Varsity Swim team. They won Sectionals, and a handful get to compete 
in states. Congratulations to Chandler Perry, Tim Lloyd, Konnor Facteau, 
Rowin Rabideau and Porter Goodman. 


